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ACCESS COURSE OF THE YEAR 
INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 
Independent Study courses are those that deliver materials, usually by mail or electronic 

means, to learners separated from the instructor and in which interaction is typically limited and 
initiated by the learner, while the course is self-paced.  

 
COURSE TITLE:  

ORGANIZATION/SCHOOL: 

COURSE INSTRUCTOR: 

        
EVALUATION:     Instructional Design Component: (50 Possible) 
   Development Component:  (40 Possible) 

     Learner Support Component:  (30 Possible)   
        (120 Total Possible)    
 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN 

 
COMMENTS: 

 
POINTS: 

 
Goals and Objectives 

 Course addresses significant goals 
 Objectives are clearly written and easily understood 
 The objectives of the course describe outcomes that are student-

focused and measurable; the objectives address multiple levels of 
knowledge, skills, and/or values appropriate to the subject. 

  
  
 
 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 Units and lessons flow in logical order 
 Units and lessons are appropriately sized  
 If credit-based, the content and workload reflects the rigor expected 

of a higher education course. 

  
  

 
Media/Method Selection 

 Media and methods selected are appropriate for course content 
 A combination of tools and media that support the learning 

objectives of the course are used as appropriate Attention is given to 
current technologies 

  
  

 
Instructional Format 

 Overall organization and instructions are clearly presented  
 Examples and illustrations are used to elaborate on key points 
 Bibliographies and other resources are included to encourage 

further learning 

 
 

 
  

Assessment/Evaluation 
 The grading policy for the course and individual assignments is 

transparent and easy to understand based on available rubrics.  
 An appropriate system for maintaining academic integrity is in place  
 Assessment and measurement strategies are designed to provide 

substantial feedback to the student and are appropriate for measuring 
the stated goals and objectives 

  

Additional Comments: 

(continued) 
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TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
COMMENTS: 

 
POINTS:  

 
General Appearance 

 Layout of  materials is clear and effective 
 Graphics are clear and attractive 
 Overall packaging and labeling is clear and attractive 

 
 

 
  

 
Media Quality 

 High quality graphics, video, and audio (if applicable) 
 Materials are attractive and well edited (high-quality 

printing/paper, consistent format, few/no typos, misspellings, 
grammatical errors, etc.) 

 Advanced techniques and technologies are used (if appropriate) 

 
 

 
  

 
Functionality 

 Resources are easy for the learner to use 
 Resources work effectively without glitches 
 Links are up-to-date, relevant, and appropriate (if applicable) 

 
 

 
  

Integration of Resources with Course 
 Required and supplemental resources are clearly linked to 

course syllabus, study guide, etc. 
 Supplemental resources are educationally beneficial and 

worth the learner’s time and expense 
 Animation, video, or audio clips contribute to the 

understanding of the information 

  

Additional Comments 

(continued) 
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LEARNER SUPPORT 

 
COMMENTS: 

 
POINTS: 

 
Course Information/Tutorial Support 

 Students receive all necessary information on how to contact 
the institution, distance education personnel, faculty or 
instructional assistants, and library staff (if appropriate) 

 Students have access to all required and supplemental resources 
 Students know how they will be evaluated and the weighting of 

course requirements 

 
 

 
  

 
Technical Support and Security 

 Minimum and recommended technical requirements are clearly 
stated 

 Easily accessible technical assistance is available to all students 
throughout the duration of the course/program 

 Clear statement of virus checking policy given in courses where 
students are required to either download files or exchange files 

  
  

 
Self-Pacing Schedule 

 Summary of course expectations provided 
 Time estimates for lessons or for assignments are provided 
 Specific instructions on how and when to complete assignments 

are clear 

 
 

 
  

 
Additional Comments 
              
 

 
 


